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Crusader King 

By Susan Peek 

 

Themes: The Crusades, acceptance of God’s will, suffering with resignation, perseverance, 

friendship. 

Educational Value: Question and Answer guide available on author’s website. 

Positive Messages: The hero, King Baldwin, although very young, sacrifices himself 

continually and unreservedly to keep his kingdom Catholic, despite great odds. 

Spiritual Messages: Doing God’s will always brings peace, even in suffering. God can work 

miracles when a soul loves Him. 

Positive Role Models: Although afflicted with a terrible disease (leprosy), Baldwin became 

the king of Jerusalem at age 13 and devoted himself entirely to keeping his kingdom for 

God, never thinking of himself. 

Violence/Gore: Moderately graphic battle scenes. 

Sexuality: None. 

Language: None. 

Drinking, Drugs & Smoking: None. 

 

WHAT PARENTS NEED TO KNOW 

Although written for teens, this novel has been used in Catholic schools for as young as 

grade 5 and up. 

 

Rating Scale: LIGHT 

 

Light- For all readers. 

Moderate - Story includes subject matter for teens 13 plus 

Advanced - Although not graphic in description, the subject matter is recommended for 

teens older than 15. 


